
 

 

 
I-GERD 2026 – Innovation through tradition. The role of past knowledge for 
successful innovations in GERD treatment 

MILANO – 22 MAGGIO 2026 
 
 

DESTINATARI DELL’INIZIATIVA:  
Medico chirurgo 
 

DISCIPLINE 
Medicina Generale 
Gastroenterologia 
 
RAZIONALE: 
The surgical management of hiatal hernia and gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) 
remains a topic of ongoing discussion, particularly regarding indications and the 
optimal choice of surgical technique. With increasing attention on tailored surgical 
approaches, this Congress aims to review current innovations in endoscopic and 
surgical therapies for GERD and hiatal hernia. The event will feature leading European 
experts providing step-by-step technical assessments of surgical procedures through 
live case analyses and comprehensive video presentations. The program will 
encompass both laparoscopic and robotic surgical techniques, highlighting essential 
components and technical considerations that support standardization and improved 
patient outcomes.  
This meeting is intended for general surgeons, gastroenterologists, endoscopists, and 
pathophysiologists, with the aim of emphasize the critical role of multidisciplinary 
collaboration in the management of GERD.  
A hands-on Postgraduate Course will take place on the afternoon of May 21, 2025, 
focusing on novel procedures such as combined Transoral Incisional Fundoplication 
and the intraoperative and postoperative application of devices like Endoscopic 
Functional Lumen Imaging Probe. A dedicated session will also address the ablative 
treatment of Barrett’s esophagus using Radiofrequency & Cryoablation technologies. 
  



 

 

Programma del corso 
 
22 MAGGIO  
 
08.00-08.45 Registrazioni 
 
08.45-09.00 Apertura e pre-test 
D. Bona, L. Bonavina, R. Crugnola, S. Shoppmann  
 
09.00 - 11.00  
Laparoscopic Fundoplication  
Moderators: L. Bonavina, N. Boyle, R. Rosati, A. Simic 
 
· Anatomy, Function and Impact of interventional procedures of ARB  
S. Schoppmann  
· The evolution of anti-reflux surgery  
L. Bonavina  
· Nissen & Toupet fundoplication (with mesh?) - live surgery  
 
11.00-11.30 Coffee break and learn  
 
11.30-11.45 Pharmacological management of GERD: what’s new?  
C. Scarpignato  
 
11.45-13.00  
Managing the hiatus  
Moderators: D. Bona, L. Bonavina, C. Popa, G. Pozzo, A. Simic  
 
· Crura repair with mesh and patient tailored algorithm (PTA)  
A. Aiolfi  
· Concomitant Transoral Incisionless Fundoplication (cTIF)  
O. Skrobic  
· Role of gastric neuromodulation for gastroparesis  
M. Elshafei  
· AI & machine learning: application in benign foregut diseases  
P. Mascagni  



 

 

13.00-13.50 Lunch 
 
13.50-14.00 Thromboembolism prophylaxis in benign upper GI surgery  
F. Pieri  
 
14.00-15.30  
ARB positioning & restoration with outer-fundoimplant  
Moderators: L. Bonavina, A. Renzi, S. Schoppmann, L. Vincenti  
 
· RS - How it works? Literature evidence and long-term follow-up  
J. Zehetner  
· RS – Robotic experience and preliminary data  
M. Elshafei  
· Laparoscopic ARB positioning & restoration with outer-fundoimplant – live surgery  
 
15.30-17.30  
Robotic Fundoplication  
Moderators: A. Aiolfi, P. Bianchi, M. Elshafei, G. Formisano  
 
· What is the role of robotic surgery in the training of young surgeons?  
P. Bianchi  
· What is the role of robotic surgery? Current evidence  
P. Grimminger  
· Robotic fundoplication in emergency settings  
M. Piccoli  
 
17.30-18.00 Closing remarks 



TABELLA RELATORI/MODERATORI/RESP. SCIENTIFICO ECM

NOME PROFESSIONE DISCIPLINA ENTE DI APPARTENENZA/ LIBERA PROFESSIONE DESCRIZIONE ATTVITA’PROFESSIONALE /FORMATIVA 

Aiolfi Alberto Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale RCCS Ospedale Galeazzi-Sant'Ambrogio, Milano Medico Chirurgo, specialista in Chirurga Generale
Bianchi P
Bona Davide Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Università degli Studi di Milano Professore Associato Chirurgia Generale 

Bonavina Luigi Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Università della Calabria / Azienda Ospedaliera di Cosenza
Professore Straordinario di Chirurgia Generale / Direttore del 
Programma Esofago

Boyle Nicholas Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale
Elshafei Moustafa Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Marienhaus Klinikum Mainz, Germany
Formisano G
Grimminger Peter Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Department of General-, Visceral- and Transplantation Surgery at the University Medical Center Mainz, GermanySenior consultant & Head Upper GI Surgery
Mascagni Pietro Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Università Cattolica Roma Ricercatore

Piccoli Micaela Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Ospedale Civile di Baggiovara, AOU di Modena
Direttore Unità Operativa Complessa di Chirurgia Generale, 
d’Urgenza e Nuove tecnologie

Pieri Federica Farmacia Farmacia Ospedaliera ASST Bergamo Ovest - A.O. Treviglio Caravaggio Direttore della Struttura Complessa Farmacia Ospedaliera
Popa C
Pozzo Gabriele Medico Chirurgo Chrurgia generale Ospedale Santa Croce - Moncalieri (To) Direttore SC Chirurgia Generale
Renzi A

Rosati Riccardo Medico Chirurgo CHIRURGIA GENERALE E GASTROENTEROLOGICAUniversità Vita-Salute San-Raffaele/IRCCS Ospedale San Raffaele
Professore Ordinario di Chirurgia Generale/Direttore UO Chirurgia 
Gastroenterologica

Scarpignato Carmelo Medico Chirurgo Farmacologia Clinica e Gastroenterologia

Schoppmann Sebastian Medico Chirurgo Chirurgia Viscerale Università Vienna
Head of Upper GI-Service, Head of CCC-GET, Head of Esophageal 
Functional Testing Lab

Simic Aleksandar

Skrobic Ognjan Medico Chirurgo Chirurgia esofagogastrica
Department for Esophagogastric Surgery, Hospital for 
Digestive Surgery - First Surgical University Hospital, 
Clinical Center of Serbia

Professore Associato

Vincenti Leonardo Medico Chirurgo Chirurgia Viscerale IRCCS Oncologico di Bari Dirigente Medico
Zehetner Jörg Medico Chirurgo Chirurgia Viscerale Klinik Beau-Site Hirslanden Bern, Svizzera Professore di Chirurgia


