
 

1 
Avec S.r.l. Sede operativa: Via Lavoratori Autobianchi, 1 – 20832 Desio (MB) 

tel. +39 0362/581579 | fax +39 0362/1860074 | e-mail: info@avec-eventi.com 
sede legale: Via A. Volta, 100 – 20093 Cologno Monzese (MI) - P.IVA 04101100966 

4th International Florence Symposium: 
From Genes to Target Therapy in Hematology 

 
Firenze, 12-13 Novembre 2026 

Palazzo della Borsa della Camera di Commercio 
 

Razionale: 

Hematology is a continuously changing discipline virtuously standing half the way between the 

bench and the bed. It is continuously informed by advancements in genetics and pathophysiology 

that, at a sometimes incredible pace, translate into diagnostic, prognostic and therapeutic benefits 

for the patients. This fourth edition of the Florence Symposium "From genes to targeted therapy in 

hematology" will host international KOL presenting the latest news in oncologic and non-oncologic 

hematologic diseases with the aim to boost knowledge and interactions among participants. 

 

Ore formative: 11h50 
 
Aree professionali: Ematologia, Oncologia, Medicina interna, Medicina trasfusionale, Laboratorio di 
Genetica medica, Genetica medica, Anatomia patologica. 
 
Provider: 2299 
 

 

Programma 

Giovedì, 12 Novembre 2026 

 

01:30 p.m. – 01:40 p.m. Alessandro Maria Vannucchi (Florence, IT) 
Welcome and Introduction 

 

Session I: Acute Leukemias I 
Chairperson: Adriano Venditti (Rome, IT) 

01:40 p.m. – 02:00 p.m. Cristina Papayannidis (Bologna, IT) 
NPM1-AML (Nucleophosmin 1 - Acute Myeloid Leukemia): novel 
understanding and novel therapies 

02:00 p.m. – 02:20 p.m. Naseema Gangat (Rochester, US) 

The era of lower-intensity and targeted regimens: who is really unfit? 

02:20 p.m. – 02:30 p.m. Panel discussion 
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IN FOCUS 1 

02:30 p.m. – 03:00 p.m. Francesco Mannelli (Florence, IT)  
     Introduction  

Gail Roboz (New York, USA) 

Maintenance therapy in acute myeloid leukemia: from historical 
controversy to precision strategy 

 
IN FOCUS 2 

03:00 p.m. – 03:30 p.m. Chiara Nozzoli (Florence, IT)  
     Introduction 

Annalisa Ruggeri (Milan, IT) 

Long term efficacy and survivorship in CAR-T (Chimeric Antigen 

Receptor T) cell therapy 

 
IN FOCUS 3 

03:30 p.m. – 04:00 p.m. Alessandro Sanna (Firenze, IT) 
                                                     Introduction 

Othman Al-Sawaf (Cologne, DE) 

Translating clinical trial evidence into daily practice in CLL (Chronic 

Lymphocytic Leukemia) treatment 

 
04:00 p.m. – 04:20 p.m.  Coffee break 

 
Session II: Multiple Myeloma  
Chairperson: Sara Galimberti (Pisa, IT) 

04:20 p.m. – 04:40 p.m. Alessandra Larocca (Torino, IT) 
New treatment paradigm for newly diagnosed elderly patients 

04:40 p.m. – 05:00 p.m. Xavier Leleu (Poitiers, FR) 

Anti-BCMA (Anti-B-cell maturation antigen) therapies in R/R MM 
(relapsed/refractory multiple myeloma) 

 
05:00 p.m. – 05:10 p.m. Panel discussion 

 
IN FOCUS 4  
05:10 p.m. – 05:40 p.m. Elisabetta Antonioli (Florence, IT) 
     Introduction 

Cirino Botta (Palermo, IT)  

  MRD (Minimal residual disease)-directed therapy for multiple 
myeloma 
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Session III: Hot topics  
Chairperson: Monica Bocchia (Siena, IT) 

05:40 p.m. – 06:00 p.m. Francesco Zaja (Trieste, IT)  
Target therapy of immune thrombocytopenia 

 
06:00 p.m. – 06:20 p.m. Tiziano Barbui (Bergamo, IT) 

 Inflammation, Thrombosis and cancer: where’s the link? 
 
06:20 p.m. – 06:40 p.m. Domenico Girelli (Verona, IT)  

Regulation of Hepcdin metabolism: challenges and opportunities 

06:40 p.m. – 06:50 p.m.  Panel discussion 

 

IN FOCUS 5 
06:50 p.m. – 07:20 p.m. Valeria Santini (Florence, IT)       
    Introduction 

Luca Malcovati (Pavia, IT) 

Shedding light on clonal cytopenias and related diseases 
 
 

Venerdì, 13 Novembre 2026 

 

Session IV: Chronic Myeloproliferative Neoplasms  
Chairperson: Ayalew Tefferi (Rochester, US) 

08:30 a.m. – 08:50 a.m. Francesco Passamonti (Milan, IT) 

Are JAK (Janus kinase) inhibitors all the same for myelofibrosis? 

08:50 a.m. – 09:10 a.m. Jean Jacques Kiladjian (Paris, FR) 
Interferon for MPN (Myeloproliferative neoplasms): old story, new 
avenues 

09:10 a.m. – 09:30 a.m. Jason Gotlib (Stanford, US)  
Approved and novel therapies for systemic mastocytosis  

09:30 a.m. – 09:40 a.m. Panel discussion 

IN FOCUS 6  
09:40 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. Massimo Martino (Reggio Calabria, IT)    
    Introduction 

C. Craddock (Birmingham, UK)  
Allogeneic transplant: adapting to targeted and MRD (minimal 

residual disease)-guided treatment paradigms 
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Session V: Lymphomas 
Chairperson: Luca Arcaini (Pavia, IT) 

10:10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Anna Sureda (Barcelona, ES) 

After first line therapy in Hodgkin diseases 

10:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Martin Hutchings (Copenhagen, DK) 
Bispecifics and CAR-T (Chimeric Antigen Receptor T) in follicular 
lymphoma: current and future directions 

 

10:50 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.  Martin Hutchings (Copenhagen, DK) 
Current and evolving therapeutic approaches for DLBCL (diffuse large 
B-cell lymphoma)  

11:10 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. Panel discussion 

 
11:20 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. Coffee break 

 
IN FOCUS 7 

11:40 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. Paola Guglielmelli (Florence, IT)     

    Introduction 

Nicolaus Kröger (Hamburg, DE) 

Implementing transplantation strategies for the management of 
myelofibrosis 

 

SPECIAL LECTURE 
12:10 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. Alessandro Maria Vannucchi (Florence, IT) 
     Introduction 

Ayalew Tefferi (Rochester, US) 

MDS/MPN (myelodysplastic syndrome/myeloproliferative neoplasm): 
what’s behind a name?  

 

12:40 p.m. – 01:10 p.m. Selected oral communications  
 

01:10 p.m. – 01:40 p.m. Lunch  

 
01:40 p.m. - 02:10 p.m. Selected oral communications  
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Session VI: Acute Leukemias II 
Chairperson: Maria Paola Martelli (Perugia, IT) 

02:10 p.m. – 02:30 p.m. Maria Teresa Voso (Rome, IT) 

 APL (acute promyelocytic leukemia): lessons still to learn 

02:30 p.m. – 02:50 p.m. Roberta La Starza (Perugia, IT) 
 Molecular Insights for Targeted Therapy in T-ALL/LBL (T-cell acute 

lymphoblastic leukemia/ Lymphoblastic lymphoma) 

02:50 p.m. – 03:00 p.m. Panel discussion  

IN FOCUS 8 
03:00 p.m. – 03:30 p.m. Fabrizio Pane (Napoli, IT) 
 Introduction 

 Massimo Breccia (Rome, IT)  

 From log of molecular response to TFR (treatment-free remission) in 
CML (Chronic myeloid leukemia): did we get it? 

 
03:30 p.m. – 03:50 p.m. Coffee break 

 

Session VII: Hot Topics II 
Chairperson: Naseema Gangat (Rochester, US) 

03:50 p.m. – 04:10 p.m. Matteo Giovanni Della Porta (Milan, IT) 

Risk-adapted therapy in MDS (Myelodysplastic syndromes) 

04:10 p.m. – 04:30 p.m. Flora Peyvandi (Milan, IT) 

Novel therapies for hemophilia 

04:30 p.m. – 04:50 p.m. David Rees (London, UK)  

 Gene therapy for hemoglobinopathies  

04:50 p.m. – 05:10 p.m. Dimitar Efremov (Trieste, IT) 

Molecular mechanisms of Richter Transformation   

 
 
05:10 p.m. – 05:20 p.m. Alessandro Maria Vannucchi (Florence, IT) 

Closure of the meeting 
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CV FACULTY 
 

AL-SAWAF OTHMAN  
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ANTONIOLI ELISABETTA 
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ARCAINI LUCA 
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BARBUI TIZIANO 
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BOCCHIA MONICA 
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BOTTA CIRINO 
Qualifica attuale 

• Professore Associato di Ematologia (MEDS-09/B) 
• Dipartimento di Promozione della Salute, Materno-Infantile, di Medicina Interna e Specialistica di 

Eccellenza "G. D'Alessandro" 
• Università degli Studi di Palermo 
• Dirigente Medico presso la U.O.C. di Ematologia dell'A.O.U. Policlinico "Paolo Giaccone" di Palermo 
•  

FORMAZIONE 
• Laurea in Medicina e Chirurgia. 
• Specializzazione in Ematologia. 
• Dottorato di Ricerca (PhD). 

Durante il percorso formativo ha sviluppato competenze cliniche e di ricerca nell'ambito dell'ematologia e 
dell'oncoematologia, con particolare interesse per il mieloma multiplo, l'immunologia dei tumori e la 
medicina traslazionale. 
 
ATTIVITÀ PROFESSIONALE 
Svolge attività assistenziale presso la U.O.C. di Ematologia dell'Azienda Ospedaliera Universitaria Policlinico 
"Paolo Giaccone" di Palermo, occupandosi della diagnosi e del trattamento delle neoplasie ematologiche. 
Dal 2026 è Professore Associato di Ematologia presso l'Università degli Studi di Palermo, dove svolge 
attività didattica e di ricerca nell'ambito delle malattie del sangue e dell'oncoematologia. 
È docente dei corsi di: 

• Malattie del Sangue – Corso di Laurea Magistrale in Medicina e Chirurgia; 
• Oncoematologia – Corso di Laurea Magistrale in Biotecnologie Mediche e Medicina Molecolare. 

BRECCIA MASSIMO 
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CHARLES FRANK CRADDOCK 
Current Position 

• Professor of Haemato-oncology, University of Birmingham  
• Academic Director, Centre for Clinical Hematology, Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham  
• Consultant Haematologist, Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham  

 
Education and Qualifications 

• BA Physiological Sciences, University of Oxford (1979)  
• BM BCh, University of Oxford (1982)  
• MRCP (UK) (1985)  
• Dip RCPath (1993)  
• D.Phil., University of Oxford (1994)  
• FRCPath (1997)  

 
Previous Appointments 

• Director, Stem Cell Transplant Unit, Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham (1999–2004)  
• Consultant Hematologist, Hammersmith Hospital, London (1998–1999)  
• Senior Fellow, University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle (1994–1996)  

 
Research Interests 
Acute myeloid leukemia, allogeneic stem cell transplantation, immunotherapy, graft-versus-host disease, 
clinical trials and novel therapies for hematological malignancies.  
 
Scientific Activity 
Author of numerous peer-reviewed publications in the field of hematology and stem cell transplantation. 
Invited speaker at major international hematology congresses.  
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DELLA PORTA MATTEO GIOVANNI 
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EFREMOV DIMITAR 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Head, Molecular Hematology Group, International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
(ICGEB), Trieste, Italy 

• Professor, ICGEB PhD Programme in Molecular Biomedicine 
• Visiting Professor of Internal Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, 

Skopje, North Macedonia 
• Full Member, Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts 

 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

• MD, Faculty of Medicine, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, Skopje, North Macedonia 
• Specialization in Internal Medicine 
• Training in Hematology 
• PhD, Maastricht University, The Netherlands 
• Postdoctoral Fellowship, Medical College of Georgia, Augusta, USA 

 
PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS 

• Associate Professor of Internal Medicine/Hematology, Faculty of Medicine, Skopje (until 2003) 
• Since 2003: Founder and Head of the Molecular Hematology Group, ICGEB, Trieste 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), B-cell receptor signaling, B-cell lymphomas, hematologic malignancies, 
hemoglobinopathies, autoimmune hematological diseases, bone marrow transplantation and targeted 
therapies. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY 
Internationally recognized expert in chronic lymphocytic leukemia. His research has significantly contributed 
to the understanding of B-cell receptor signaling and its role as a therapeutic target in CLL. Author of more 
than 140 peer-reviewed scientific publications. Principal Investigator of research projects funded by the 
European Union, AIRC and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (USA). Member of the editorial boards of 
several international hematology journals and invited speaker at major international congresses. 
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GALIMBERTI SARA 
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GANGAT NASEEMA 
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GIRELLI DOMENICO 
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GOTLIB JASON 
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GUGLIELMELLI PAOLA 
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HUTCHINGS MARTIN 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Clinical Professor of Hematology, Department of Clinical Medicine, University of Copenhagen 
• Senior Consultant, Department of Hematology, Rigshospitalet – Copenhagen University Hospital, Denmark 

 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

• MD 
• PhD 
• Specialist in Hematology 

 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

• Clinical Professor, University of Copenhagen 
• Senior Consultant, Department of Hematology, Rigshospitalet 
• Head of Service for Hodgkin Lymphoma, Mantle Cell Lymphoma and Castleman Disease 
• Responsible for the Experimental/Phase I Programme in Haematological Malignancies at Rigshospitalet 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Hodgkin lymphoma, mantle cell lymphoma, PET/CT imaging in lymphoma, PET-adapted treatment strategies, 
phase I clinical trials and innovative therapies for lymphoid malignancies. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY 
Chairman of the EORTC Lymphoma Group since 2013. Member of the Scientific Committee of the European 
Hematology Association (EHA). Co-author of international guidelines for lymphoma imaging and of the ESMO 
Clinical Practice Guidelines for Hodgkin lymphoma. Principal Investigator of numerous international clinical 
trials in lymphoma. Author of more than 300 peer-reviewed scientific publications. 

 
LELEU XAVIER 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Professor of Hematology, University of Poitiers, France 
• Head of the Department of Hematology and Cellular Therapy, CHU de Poitiers 
• Head of the Myeloma Clinic, CHU de Poitiers 

 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

• MD, University of Bordeaux, France 
• Specialization in Public Health and Statistics, University of Paris 
• Specialization in Hematology, University of Lille 
• MSc in Cellular Biology, University of Lille (2001) 
• PhD (2007), with research conducted at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School, 

Boston, USA 
 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
• Head of the Myeloma Clinic, CHU Lille (approximately 15 years) 
• Since 2015: Professor of Hematology and Head of the Department of Hematology and Cellular 

Therapy, CHU de Poitiers 
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Multiple myeloma, Waldenström macroglobulinaemia, amyloidosis, tumour biology, mechanisms of drug 
resistance, translational research and development of innovative therapies. 
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SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY 
Principal Investigator and coordinator of numerous national and international clinical trials in multiple 
myeloma. Member of the Board of Directors of the Intergroupe Francophone du Myélome (IFM). Author of 
numerous peer-reviewed scientific publications and invited speaker at major international haematology 
congresses. 

 
KILADJIAN JEAN JACQUES 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Professor of Hematology, Université Paris Cité 
• Senior Consultant, Department of Adult Hematology, Hôpital Saint-Louis, AP-HP, Paris 
• Director, Clinical Investigation Centre (INSERM CIC 1427), Hôpital Saint-Louis, Paris 

 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

• MD 
• PhD 
• Specialist in Hematology 

 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

• Professor of Hematology, Université Paris Cité 
• Senior Consultant, Hôpital Saint-Louis, AP-HP 
• Director, Clinical Investigation Centre (INSERM CIC 1427) 
• Coordinator, Integrated Centre for Myeloproliferative Neoplasms, Hôpital Saint-Louis 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Myeloproliferative neoplasms (polycythaemia vera, essential thrombocythaemia and myelofibrosis), 
interferon therapy, targeted therapies, thrombosis associated with myeloproliferative neoplasms, clinical 
research and innovative therapeutic strategies. 
 
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY 
Internationally recognized expert in myeloproliferative neoplasms. President of the French Intergroup of 
Myeloproliferative Neoplasms (FIM) and Co-Chair of the European Hematology Association (EHA) Scientific 
Working Group on MPN. Secretary of the European LeukemiaNet (ELN) MPN Working Group. Principal 
Investigator of numerous international clinical trials and author of more than 300 peer-reviewed scientific 
publications. 
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KRÖGER NICOLAUS 
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LA STARZA ROBERTA 
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LAROCCA ALESSANDRA 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Associate Professor of Hematology, Department of Molecular Biotechnology and Health Sciences, 
University of Turin, Italy  

• Hematologist, Division of Hematology, AOU Città della Salute e della Scienza di Torino, Italy  
 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 
• MD, University of Milan, Italy  
• Specialist in Hematology, University of Milan  
• PhD in Pathology and Experimental Oncology, University of Turin, Italy  

 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

• Internship and Residency, Department of Hematology, San Gerardo Hospital, Monza  
• Research Fellow, Division of Hematology, AOU Città della Salute e della Scienza di Torino  
• Researcher in Hematology, University of Turin  
• Associate Professor of Hematology, University of Turin  

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Multiple myeloma, plasma cell disorders, clinical and translational research, treatment of elderly and frail 
patients with multiple myeloma, innovative therapies, monoclonal antibodies and clinical trials.  
 
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY 
Principal Investigator and Sub-Investigator in numerous national and international clinical trials in multiple 
myeloma. Active member of the European Myeloma Network (EMN) and GIMEMA. Author of numerous 
peer-reviewed scientific publications in the field of plasma cell disorders and invited speaker at national and 
international hematology meetings.  
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MALCOVATI LUCA 
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MANNELLI FRANCESCO 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Associate Professor of Hematology, Department of Experimental and Clinical Medicine, University of 
Florence, Italy  

• Hematologist, AOU Careggi University Hospital, Florence, Italy  
 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 
• MD, University of Florence, Italy (2002)  
• Specialist in Hematology, University of Florence, Italy (2006)  

 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

• Research Fellow, Department of Hematology, University of Florence  
• Research training at the Flow Cytometry Laboratory, University of Salamanca, Spain  
• Researcher in Hematology, University of Florence  
• Associate Professor of Hematology, University of Florence  

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Acute myeloid leukemia, myeloproliferative neoplasms, translational hematology, flow cytometry, 
measurable residual disease (MRD), genotype–phenotype correlations, prognostic biomarkers and 
innovative therapeutic strategies.  
 
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY 
Active investigator in translational and clinical research in acute myeloid leukemia and myeloproliferative 
neoplasms. Author of more than 150 peer-reviewed scientific publications. Principal Investigator and 
collaborator in national and international clinical studies, with particular expertise in measurable residual 
disease assessment and immunophenotypic characterization of hematologic malignancies.  
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MARTINO MASSIMO 
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NOZZOLI CHIARA 
 

 

 
 

 



 

32 
Avec S.r.l. Sede operativa: Via Lavoratori Autobianchi, 1 – 20832 Desio (MB) 

tel. +39 0362/581579 | fax +39 0362/1860074 | e-mail: info@avec-eventi.com 
sede legale: Via A. Volta, 100 – 20093 Cologno Monzese (MI) - P.IVA 04101100966 

PANE FABRIZIO 
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PAPAYANNIDIS CRISTINA 
POSIZIONE ATTUALE 

• Professoressa Associata di Ematologia, Dipartimento di Scienze Mediche e Chirurgiche, Università 
di Bologna  

• Dirigente Medico, IRCCS Azienda Ospedaliero-Universitaria di Bologna – Istituto di Ematologia "L. e 
A. Seràgnoli"  

•  
FORMAZIONE E TITOLI 

• Laurea in Medicina e Chirurgia, Università di Bologna (2005)  
• Specializzazione in Ematologia, Università di Bologna (2009)  
• Dottorato di Ricerca in Ematologia Clinica e Sperimentale ed Ematopatologia, Università di Bologna 

(2013)  
•  

ESPERIENZE PROFESSIONALI 
• Assegnista di Ricerca, Università di Bologna  
• Ricercatrice Universitaria in Ematologia, Università di Bologna  
• Professoressa Associata di Ematologia, Università di Bologna  
• Dirigente Medico presso l'Istituto di Ematologia "L. e A. Seràgnoli", IRCCS Azienda Ospedaliero-

Universitaria di Bologna  
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PASSAMONTI FRANCESCO 
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PEYVANDI FLORA 
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REES DAVID 
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ROBOZ GAIL  
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RUGGERI ANNALISA 
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SANNA ALESSANDRO 
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SUREDA ANNA 

 



 

48 
Avec S.r.l. Sede operativa: Via Lavoratori Autobianchi, 1 – 20832 Desio (MB) 

tel. +39 0362/581579 | fax +39 0362/1860074 | e-mail: info@avec-eventi.com 
sede legale: Via A. Volta, 100 – 20093 Cologno Monzese (MI) - P.IVA 04101100966 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

49 
Avec S.r.l. Sede operativa: Via Lavoratori Autobianchi, 1 – 20832 Desio (MB) 

tel. +39 0362/581579 | fax +39 0362/1860074 | e-mail: info@avec-eventi.com 
sede legale: Via A. Volta, 100 – 20093 Cologno Monzese (MI) - P.IVA 04101100966 

TEFFERI AYALEW 
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VANNUCCHI ALESSANDRO MARIA 
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VENDITTI ADRIANO 
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VOSO MARIA TERESA 
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ZAJA FRANCESCO 
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